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When Home Wound Care Isn't Enough: 
Recognizing the Red Flags in Boston, MA 

Caring for a wound at home can sound straightforward: clean it, cover it, and wait for it to heal. 

For older adults in Boston, though, wound care can quickly become more complex. Slower 

healing, chronic health conditions, and age-related skin changes can turn a minor injury into a 

serious medical concern. Knowing when basic home care may be enough and when to call in a 

skilled nurse can make a meaningful difference in recovery. 

What Readers Will Learn 

●​ Why wounds may heal more slowly in older adults. 

●​ Which wound types may need skilled nursing oversight. 

●​ Warning signs that require prompt medical attention. 
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●​ How skilled nursing and in-home caregiving can work together during recovery. 

●​ Practical steps that can help prevent pressure injuries at home. 

How Aging Changes Wound Healing 

Skin does more than protect the body; it can also reflect overall health. With age, skin can 

become thinner, lose elasticity, and produce less of the natural oils that help keep it resilient. 

These changes can make older adults more vulnerable to cuts, skin tears, bruising, and 

pressure injuries. 

Beyond the skin itself, several factors can slow or complicate healing in seniors: 

●​ Chronic conditions: Diabetes, peripheral artery disease, and heart failure can reduce 

circulation and affect the delivery of oxygen and nutrients to damaged tissue. 

●​ Immune system changes: A reduced ability to fight bacteria can increase infection risk, 

even with wounds that appear minor. 

●​ Medications: Blood thinners, steroids, immunosuppressants, and other medications may 

affect clotting or tissue repair. 

●​ Nutritional deficiencies: Low protein intake and inadequate vitamin C, zinc, or fluids can 

directly affect the body’s ability to rebuild tissue. 

●​ Limited mobility: Extended time in bed or a wheelchair can increase the risk of pressure 

injuries. 

Understanding these factors helps families see why a wound that might heal quickly in a 

younger person can require professional attention in an older adult. 

Wounds That Often Need Skilled Nursing 

Not every wound needs a nurse, but certain types carry a higher risk of complications and may 

benefit from professional oversight. 

Surgical Incisions 



Surgical incisions, particularly after orthopedic, cardiac, or abdominal procedures, can need 

close monitoring for appropriate closure, drainage, and infection. 

Pressure Injuries 

Pressure injuries, sometimes called bedsores, range from early redness to deep tissue wounds. 

Seniors with limited mobility are at higher risk, and these wounds may require specialized 

dressings and repositioning protocols. 

Diabetic Foot Ulcers 

Diabetic foot ulcers are slow-healing wounds that can have a high risk of infection. Prompt 

healthcare-provider assessment is important, especially when the person has reduced 

sensation or circulation concerns. 

Venous and Arterial Ulcers 

Chronic leg wounds caused by poor circulation may require specialized dressings, 

compression therapy when prescribed, and careful clinical monitoring. 

Skin Tears, Burns, and Post-Hospital Wounds 

Fragile skin can make skin tears deceptively difficult to heal. Even moderate burns in seniors 

should be evaluated because of infection and fluid-loss risks. A physician may also request 

continued monitoring for any post-surgical or post-hospital wound. 

If a wound falls into one of these categories, ask the healthcare provider whether a home health 

referral or wound-care evaluation is appropriate. 

Warning Signs That Need Medical Attention 

Families and caregivers should monitor wounds closely and know when to seek help. Contact a 

healthcare provider promptly if you notice: 

●​ Increasing redness, warmth, or swelling around the wound site. 



●​ Cloudy, yellow, green, or foul-smelling drainage. 

●​ A wound that is not closing or getting smaller with care. 

●​ New or worsening pain at or around the wound. 

●​ Fever, chills, or confusion. 

●​ Dark or black tissue forming at the wound edges. 

●​ Red streaks spreading outward from the wound. 

Seniors with diabetes, compromised immune systems, or poor circulation should be monitored 

especially closely because infections can escalate quickly and may have fewer obvious 

symptoms. 

When It’s an Emergency 

Call 911 or seek emergency care immediately for uncontrolled bleeding, loss of consciousness, 

severe difficulty breathing, signs of a severe allergic reaction, or sudden severe illness. For 

rapidly spreading redness, new fever, acute confusion, rapid wound deterioration, or 

worsening pain, contact the home health agency, wound-care clinician, or physician 

immediately for urgent direction. 

What a Skilled Home Health Nurse Does 

When a physician orders skilled nursing as part of a home health plan, a licensed nurse can 

visit the patient at home to provide clinical wound care. This differs from general caregiving 

because skilled nursing involves clinical assessment, treatment within the nurse’s scope and 

physician’s orders, and coordination with the broader healthcare team. 

Depending on the wound type and physician’s orders, skilled nursing services may include: 

●​ Conducting wound assessments and documenting healing progress. 

●​ Cleaning the wound and providing ordered treatment, including debridement when 

clinically appropriate and within the clinician’s scope. 

●​ Applying and changing prescribed dressings suitable for the wound type. 



●​ Monitoring for possible infection or other complications. 

●​ Communicating with the physician or care team when the wound changes. 

●​ Teaching the patient and family how to protect the wound and what to watch for between 

visits. 

For families in Boston, skilled care delivered at home may reduce the burden of frequent clinic 

trips while providing professional oversight during recovery. 

Preventing Pressure Injuries 

For seniors with limited mobility, preventing wounds is as important as treating them. 

Pressure injuries can develop when sustained pressure restricts blood flow to the skin, often 

over the heels, hips, tailbone, and elbows. 

Preventive strategies may include: 

●​ Repositioning according to the person’s individualized care plan. 

●​ Using prescribed pressure-relieving mattresses, cushions, or heel protectors. 

●​ Keeping skin clean and dry, especially in areas exposed to moisture from perspiration or 

incontinence. 

●​ Supporting adequate nutrition and hydration. 

●​ Inspecting the skin every day, particularly in high-risk areas, for early signs of redness or 

breakdown. 

Caregivers and family members play an important role in prevention. A home health nurse can 

provide education about repositioning, skin checks, and early warning signs. 

How Skilled Nursing and In-Home Care Work Together 

Wound care is one part of a larger recovery picture. Seniors healing from wounds may also 

need support with meals, bathing, dressing, medication reminders, and getting around safely 

at home. 



In-home caregivers complement skilled nursing by helping with non-clinical, day-to-day 

needs. A caregiver can: 

●​ Assist with personal hygiene and daily routines. 

●​ Prepare nutritious meals that support healing. 

●​ Help with mobility and fall prevention. 

●​ Provide medication reminders. 

●​ Observe and report changes in the senior’s condition. 

●​ Provide companionship and help reduce isolation during recovery. 

Together, skilled nursing and in-home care can create a more complete support system that 

addresses both the clinical and practical needs of an older adult recovering at home. 

Supporting Safer Recovery in Boston 

Wound care becomes more manageable when families have the right professionals in their 

corner. Rather than navigating complex wound management alone, Boston families can 

consider home health services that bring skilled clinical care to the senior’s home when 

ordered and medically appropriate. 

Always Best Care of Boston provides services designed to help older adults recover safely and 

comfortably at home. Depending on your loved one’s needs and services available in the area, 

support may include skilled nursing for wound care through a home health provider and 

in-home caregivers who assist with daily living. 

If your loved one is recovering from a wound, surgery, or another medical issue and needs 

additional support at home, contact Always Best Care of Boston to schedule a care consultation 

and explore your options. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Can Medicare cover skilled nursing for wound care at home?​

A: Medicare may cover eligible home health services, including skilled nursing for wound care, 



when care is medically necessary, ordered by a qualifying provider, and the person meets 

applicable coverage requirements. Eligibility and covered services are determined 

individually. Contact the healthcare provider, home health agency, or Medicare for current 

details. 

Q: How often will a skilled nurse visit for wound care?​

A: Visit frequency depends on the wound type and severity, the physician’s orders, and healing 

progress. Some wounds may need frequent visits initially, while others may require care a few 

times per week. The care plan can be adjusted as the wound heals. 

Q: What is the difference between a home health aide and a skilled nurse?​

A: A skilled nurse is a licensed medical professional who can assess wounds, perform ordered 

clinical treatments within their scope, and communicate with physicians. A home health aide 

or in-home caregiver assists with personal care and daily tasks but does not provide medical 

treatment. 

Q: When should a wound be treated in a hospital rather than at home?​

A: Wounds with signs of severe infection, rapidly spreading redness, high fever, significant 

swelling, uncontrolled bleeding, or signs of severe systemic illness may need emergency or 

hospital-level care. A physician can determine whether home-based treatment is appropriate 

for a specific wound. 

Q: How can I tell if a wound is infected?​

A: Common signs include increased redness, warmth, swelling, pain, cloudy or foul-smelling 

drainage, fever, red streaking, or a wound that is worsening rather than healing. Contact a 

healthcare provider promptly if you notice these changes. 

Q: Can an in-home caregiver change wound dressings?​

A: Complex or clinical wound dressing changes should be performed by a licensed clinician as 

ordered. In-home caregivers may support simple non-clinical tasks only when they are 

appropriately instructed and permitted to do so; they do not provide clinical wound treatment. 
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