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How Much Does VA Pay for Home Care in 2026? A 
Guide for Arcadia Veterans and Families 

For Arcadia Veterans and their families, finding help at home often begins with a practical 

question: “How much will VA pay?” The answer depends on the benefit involved, the Veteran’s 

eligibility, and the type of assistance needed. VA-authorized home care and pension benefits 

such as Aid and Attendance work differently, so there is no single payment amount that applies 

to everyone. 

This guide explains what can affect VA-funded home care in 2026, including assessed care 

needs, approved services, provider availability, and possible copays. It also offers questions to 

bring to a VA care team or social worker, helping families understand their options before 

arranging support with Always Best Care of Arcadia or another provider. 

What Readers Will Learn 

●​ How VA-authorized home care differs from pension with Aid and Attendance. 

●​ What the listed 2026 pension ceilings mean—and why they are not guaranteed payments. 



●​ How assessed needs, authorizations, provider availability, and possible copays affect care. 

●​ Questions to ask before arranging services or committing to private-pay costs. 

There Is No Single VA Home Care Payment 

The answer to “How much does VA pay for home care?” depends on which benefit or program 

applies. 

Some Veterans receive VA-authorized home care through a participating agency. Others may 

qualify for a pension with Aid and Attendance, which provides a monthly payment that can 

help with care expenses. These are different benefits with different eligibility rules. 

The key distinction is authorization: VA-funded home care is generally arranged around 

assessed needs and approved services, not a standard cash allowance that every Veteran 

receives. Eligibility, available providers, the care plan, and possible copays all affect what 

assistance is available. 

Understand the Two Main Ways VA Benefits May Help 

Families often hear “VA home care” and “Aid and Attendance” used interchangeably. 

Understanding the difference can prevent unrealistic expectations about payment. 

VA-Authorized Homemaker and Home Health Aide Care 

VA’s Homemaker and Home Health Aide program provides assistance at home for eligible Veterans 

who need help with personal care and daily activities. It can also support Veterans who are 

isolated or whose family caregivers are experiencing strain. 

Services are delivered by an organization that has a contract with VA. Enrolled Veterans must 

meet the clinical criteria, be eligible for community care, and have access to an available 

service. Availability can vary by location. 

Under this arrangement, the question is usually not, “How much money will VA send us?” 

Instead, it is, “What services has VA authorized, and what costs, if any, will we owe?” 

https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Homemaker_and_Home_Health_Aide_Care.asp


VA Pension With Aid and Attendance 

Aid and Attendance is an additional benefit for qualified Veterans and survivors who receive a 

VA pension and meet specific care-related requirements. For example, a person may qualify 

because they need another person’s help with activities such as bathing, feeding, or dressing. 

It is a pension benefit, not the same as an authorization for agency-provided home care. Families 

must meet the applicable pension eligibility requirements as well as the criteria for Aid and 

Attendance. 

What Are the 2026 Aid and Attendance Amounts? 

For the pension rates effective December 1, 2025, and used during most of calendar year 2026, 

VA lists these Maximum Annual Pension Rates for Veterans who qualify for Aid and 

Attendance: 

Veteran’s circumstances Maximum annual pension rate Approximate monthly equivalent 

Veteran with no dependents $29,093 $2,424 

Veteran with one dependent $34,488 $2,874 

 

These figures are pension ceilings, not guaranteed payments or separate home care allowances. VA 

generally calculates the pension payment by subtracting countable income for VA purposes 

from the applicable maximum annual rate. The actual award can be lower, and different 

circumstances have different limits. Monthly equivalents are rounded illustrations of the 

annual ceilings, not individual award quotes. 

These amounts also do not represent the hourly rate VA pays a home care agency. Families 

should keep pension payments separate from VA-authorized healthcare services when 

comparing options. 

Because rates can change with annual adjustments, confirm the rate applicable to the period 

covered by the claim. 

https://www.va.gov/pension/
https://www.va.gov/pension/veterans-pension-rates/


What Determines VA-Authorized Home Care? 

There is no single package of home care that applies to every Veteran in Arcadia. Several 

factors matter. 

Assessed Care Needs 

The VA care team evaluates whether the Veteran meets the clinical criteria for assistance. 

Families should describe the actual tasks that are difficult, including bathing, dressing, 

toileting, eating, and moving safely at home. 

Caregiver strain and social isolation may also be relevant to the discussion. 

The Approved Care Plan 

Families should ask what services and schedule have been authorized. Do not assume that 

approval for home care includes every household task, unlimited hours, or continuous 

supervision. 

Get clear instructions about the authorized assistance and how to request a reassessment if 

needs change. 

Provider Availability 

A provider must be eligible to deliver the authorized service, and local availability matters. VA 

states that Homemaker and Home Health Aide services vary by location and are delivered through 

contracted organizations. 

Before choosing an agency, confirm with both VA and the provider that the agency can accept 

the Veteran’s specific authorization. 

Will the Veteran Have a Copay? 

Possibly. VA states that a copay for Homemaker and Home Health Aide services may apply based on the 

Veteran’s service-connected disability status. Families should ask the VA social worker or care 

team for an individualized determination. 

https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Homemaker_and_Home_Health_Aide_Care.asp
https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Homemaker_and_Home_Health_Aide_Care.asp
https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Homemaker_and_Home_Health_Aide_Care.asp
https://www.va.gov/geriatrics/pages/Homemaker_and_Home_Health_Aide_Care.asp


For applicable geriatric and extended-care services, VA’s published 2026 rules provide no copay 

for the first 21 days of care in a 12-month period. After that, copays depend on the service 

category and financial information. Published outpatient categories, including adult day health 

care and daily respite, have a maximum copay of $15 per day. These figures are not a universal 

quote for every home care arrangement. 

Ask whether VA Form 10-10EC, Application for Extended Care Services, is required and request 

confirmation of any amount you will owe. 

A copay is the Veteran’s share of an approved service. It is not the total amount VA pays the 

agency. 

Questions to Ask Before Arranging Services 

Bring a written list of questions to the VA care team or social worker: 

●​ Which program fits our situation: Homemaker and Home Health Aide care, respite, 

skilled home health, or another service? 

●​ Does the Veteran meet the eligibility and clinical requirements? 

●​ What assessment or referral is needed? 

●​ Which tasks and schedule can be authorized? 

●​ Which participating agencies currently serve our Arcadia address? 

●​ Will there be a copay, and how will it be calculated? 

●​ What happens if the approved provider does not have staff available? 

●​ How do we request a reassessment if care needs increase? 

●​ Could pension with Aid and Attendance be relevant separately? 

●​ Who is responsible for costs outside the authorization? 

These questions help distinguish available benefits from assumptions about coverage. VA’s 

health guidance states that Veterans must be referred for these services by a VA provider and 

that services through non-VA-approved vendors are not covered under that arrangement. 



Do Not Assume Private Care Will Be Reimbursed 

A family may need help quickly, but arranging private-pay services does not automatically 

create VA coverage. 

Before starting services you expect VA to fund, confirm: 

●​ The required referral and authorization are in place. 

●​ The selected agency is approved for the arrangement. 

●​ The services and schedule match the authorization. 

●​ Any copay or private-pay responsibility is understood. 

●​ The start date has been confirmed. 

If you choose to purchase additional care privately, ask the agency to explain those charges 

separately. VA does not pay for homemaker and home health aide services delivered through 

non-approved vendors under its authorized-care program. 

How Always Best Care of Arcadia Can Help 

The local Always Best Care office serving Arcadia uses a Pasadena contact-page URL. Its office is 

at 425 N. Santa Anita Avenue, Suite A, Arcadia, CA 91007. 

Contact the local team to discuss your loved one’s care needs, available services, fees, and 

Veterans assistance resources. Ask whether it can currently accept the specific VA 

authorization involved. Do not assume that a Veterans assistance program means every 

VA-funded service is available through that office. 

The agency can discuss its services and fees; VA determines eligibility, authorizations, copays, 

and benefit awards. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does every Veteran receive a fixed monthly amount for home care? 



No. VA-authorized home care is based on eligibility, clinical need, approved services, and 

availability. Pension with Aid and Attendance is a separate payment benefit with its own 

requirements. 

Are the 2026 Aid and Attendance figures guaranteed payments? 

No. The listed amounts are maximum annual pension rates for particular circumstances. VA 

calculates an individual payment using the applicable limit and countable income. They are 

not guaranteed home care budgets. 

Can a Veteran qualify without a service-connected disability? 

A service-connected disability is not listed as a universal requirement for Homemaker and 

Home Health Aide care. Enrolled Veterans must meet the program’s community-care eligibility 

and clinical criteria, and the service must be available. Disability status can affect copay 

responsibility. 

Where should Arcadia families ask about a home care assessment? 

Start with the Veteran’s VA primary care team or social worker. The San Gabriel Valley VA Clinic 

in Arcadia offers primary care and social work services. 

Will VA pay an agency we hire ourselves? 

Do not assume so. Confirm VA approval before arranging care you expect VA to fund. The 

authorized-care program does not cover services through non-approved vendors. 

Does Always Best Care guarantee approval for benefits? 

No care agency can guarantee a VA award or authorization. Contact the local office to discuss 

care options and any available Veterans assistance resources, while VA makes benefit and 

coverage decisions. 

Clarify Coverage Before Care Begins 



For Arcadia families, the most useful starting point is identifying the right program—not 

searching for a single payment amount. Ask the VA care team what services can be authorized, 

whether a copay applies, and which providers are available. 

Contact Always Best Care of Arcadia at (626) 778-1441 to discuss a personalized care consultation, 

local service availability, and questions about coordinating care with potential Veterans 

benefits. Confirm VA authorization or your private-pay responsibilities before services begin. 

<!-- Editorial review: Formatting and limited source checks, not a comprehensive benefits or 

legal review. Checked the supplied VA pension, pension-rate, Homemaker/Home Health Aide, 

and agency contact URLs. The pension-rate table confirms the two annual ceilings effective 

December 1, 2025; approximate monthly amounts are rounded annual/12 illustrations. The 

general pension page does not fully establish every Aid and Attendance qualification. Before 

publication, verify the unsourced 2026 copay specifics (21-day rule, $15 categories, applicability 

and exceptions), Form 10-10EC requirements, referral/nonapproved-vendor coverage 

statements, and San Gabriel Valley VA Clinic details against authoritative current sources. 

Confirm local services, service area, agency branding, Veterans Assistance Program 

availability, and acceptance of specific VA authorizations. Specific local service and program 

claims were generalized pending verification. The contact page confirms the Arcadia address 

and consultation number (626) 778-1441; its general Call Us header displays (626) 313-0690. The 

duplicate closing CTA was consolidated and the unverified free-consultation promise omitted. 

Recheck rates for claims covering December 2026 or later. --> 

https://alwaysbestcare.com/pasadena/contact/

